Noise Pollution

There are some important concepts that needs to be understood when dealing with noise namely:


· What is noise?

Noise can be described as unwanted or undesirable sound. Noise can also mean any acoustic phenomenon producing any aural sensation perceived as disagreeable or disturbing by an individual or group. Noise may therefore be defined as any unwanted sound or sound that is loud, unpleasant or unexpected.

· Factors that have to be taken into consideration:

· The volume/ intensity of the sound

· The time a person is exposed to the sound

· The distance a person is from the source of the sound; and

· The source of the sound

· Noise Nuisance and Disturbing Noise as defined in terms of the Gauteng Noise Control Regulations are:

· Noise Nuisance means any sound, which disturbs or impairs or may disturb or impair the convenience or peace of any reasonable person considering the location and time of day. This applies to a disturbance, which is not quantitatively measurable.

· Disturbing Noise means a noise level that causes the ambient noise level to rise above the designated zone level, or if no zone level has been designated, the typical rating levels for ambient noise in districts, indicated in table 2 of SANS 10103 which has to be measured over a period of time (Can be measured with an impulse integrating sound level meter).

Noise Nuisance: Examples: noise caused by hooting, barking dog(s), an explosive sound, discharge of firecrackers, shouting, ringing of bell, noise emitted by falling objects, workshop activities, noise caused by a passing vehicle(s), etc. which is intermittent and can not be measured with an impulse integrating sound level meter. 

A noise nuisance has to be dealt with as follows:

Any complaint that has been lodged with Environmental Health Services will receive attention and will be investigated by an Environmental Health Practitioner or a Pollution Officer as soon as possible. A statutory notice will be served on the offender if deemed necessary and if justified. Further legal action will be instituted against the offender if the offender fails to comply with the provisions and requirements of the statutory notice.

It will, however, be required from the complainant, in order to initiate legal procedures and in order to seek relief from the Courts, to provide Environmental Health Services with a detailed sworn affidavit stating the details, dates, times and extent of the noise nuisance. The affidavit has to be duly attested and signed by a Commissioner of Oaths. The State Prosecutor will be requested to prosecute the offender once the sworn affidavit has been received. It needs to be mentioned that it is the prerogative of the State Prosecutor to, based on the evidence before him/ her, to decide whether sufficient grounds do exist to prosecute the offender or not. The complainant will be subpoenaed by the Court to appear in Court as the state witness. The Court will require the complainant 

(state witness ) to provide factual information which has to be and can only be given by the person that is affected by the noise, that being the complainant. The Court will not hear any evidence from any witness, if the noise nuisance was not experienced or heard by the witness directly and in person. The Court will not allow any hearsay in this regard. It also has to be mentioned that the assessment of a noise nuisance is carried out in a subjective manner, due to the fact that it is not possible to measure it scientifically, objectively and quantitatively. It has to be noted that sound which is regarded as noise by one person may not be regarded or perceived as noise by another person. The witness has to in fact prove to the Court that a noise nuisance has been caused by the offender, and that it did in fact disturb or impair the convenience or peace of the complainant (state witness) or had an adverse effect on his/ her health and wellbeing. The evidence given will be taken into consideration by the Court in order to pass judgment. A case will be strengthened if more than one person submits affidavits.
Disturbing Noise: Examples: any continuous and constant noise caused by, for 

example, a defective air conditioner, machine or equipment, an entertainment 

activity such as night club music, any workshop or industrial activity, etc. which 

causes the ambient noise level to rise above the typical rating levels for ambient noise in districts as prescribed by SANS 10103 and which can be measured with an impulse integrating sound level meter over a period of time.

Any disturbing noise will be dealt with as follows:

Noise measurements will be taken with an impulse integrating sound level meter 

if deemed necessary and justified by the responsible Environmental Health 

Practitioner or Pollution Officer Such measurements have to be taken over a 

period of time. A statutory notice will be served on the offender if the noise 

level exceeds the prescribed ambient noise level. A notice to appear in court 

(admission of guilt fine ) may be served on the offender if a disturbing 

noise is measured during the follow up inspection and if the offender did 

not make any effort to comply with the provisions and requirements of the 

statutory notice. The offender has to appear in Court if the fine is not paid. Court 

procedures will then be followed. The official will be the state witness as the 

disturbing noise measurements are regarded as objective, and expert evidence, 

which are also regarded by the Court as objectively, qualitatively and 

quantitatively measured. It may be necessary to subpoena the person who is 

affected by disturbing noise to give evidence and/ or testify in Court.

Land Use Rights/ Town Planning Scheme Zoning

The land use rights of certain properties allows activities that might generate noise, and by which rights such activities can not be changed or restricted by Environmental Health in terms of noise legislation.

Noise Problems

Any noise problem is to be reported to the Environmental Health Unit that is responsible for the rendering of environmental health services in the area where the problem is experienced. Contact details as per Link.

